
GRAB YOUR BELLS! 
Let’s go. 

 

The American Guild of English Handbell Ringers 

Area III  
 

 

2010 Blue Ridge Festival 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Celebrating  

50 Years  

of Area III 
(established 1960) 

by featuring our  

former chairs 

 

5 
Bonclarken Conference Center, Flat Rock, North Carolina 

Friday and Saturday, April 23 and 24, 2010 
 

Conductor: 

Debbie Rice 

 

Faculty: 

Mark Gourley and others 



GENERAL INFORMATION 
 

Why Should I Attend???? 

 To ring with hundreds of ringers who love handbell ringing too    

 To make some unforgettable moments 

 To learn more techniques that you can use at home 

 To become a better director and/or ringer 
 

 

Who May Attend 

 These festivals are designed for full or partial handbell choirs and/or individual adult ringers.  Intergenerational choirs of 
        adults and youth are welcome if the majority of those in attendance are adult ringers.  

 Choirs must learn the festival music prior to coming. 
 

Registration 

 Registrations may not be postmarked prior to October 1, 2009, and will be processed in order according to the postmark. 
 Application forms will be accepted until the maximum per site or registration deadlines are reached.  Applicants will then 
       be placed on a waiting list and will be notified if and when space becomes available. 
 Individual ringers may register to ring with registered choirs on a space available basis. 
 The registrar will acknowledge registration within two weeks of receipt. 
 
E-mail Information 

 Event Information Packets will be available online at www.areaiii.org and also sent to your provided e-mail address. 
 So that information does not go to your junk mailbox, please enter the following email addresses to accept this information:  

        debbiehen@gmail.com; kstrausser@aol.com; mvroger@msn.com. 

 

Fees 

 Significant discounts are offered for early registrations. 
 Festival: $42.25 / $34.75 if postmarked by October 31, 2009 (form required) 

 Optional Meals: Breakfast $7.75; Lunch $9.25; Dinner $10.50 (form required) 

 Housing per night at Bonclarken: Memorial Hall $70; Founders Hall $83; Ministers Apartment $88; Faith  

       Apartments $106; Campground: Tent $10, Site with water/electric $17; Site with water/electric/sewer $22 (form required) 

 Site fee of $10.75 per person is included in registration fee (fee is applied to housing costs if you are staying at Bonclarken) 

 Housing at Mountain Lodge & Conference Center: Studio Suite -  $109; One Bedroom King Suite - $119 

 Anniversary Shirt Fee: $20 - must be ordered by January 15, 2010 (form required) 

 $ 25 per registrant is nonrefundable when requested prior to January 8, 2010.  After that date, there will be no refunds   

 regardless of reason including medical issues and family emergencies. 

 AGEHR membership is required. If not a member, add $65 for AGEHR 1-year membership. 
 The registration fee is transferable only between bona fide members of the same organization. 
 

Tables 

 Indicate on the registration form if you are bringing your own tables or using those Area III provides. 
 All choirs must rent table space for $1 per linear foot. 
 No table space refunds for any reason. 
 

Meals 

 NO MEALS are included in the registration fee. 

 Bonclarken Dining Hall will be providing ordered meals only.  Deadline for ordering meals is March 25, 2010.  The fee  

        is breakfast $7.75, lunch $9.25 and dinner $10.50.  No extra meal tickets will be available at the event. 

Exhibitors (application form required) 

 Each festival invites exhibitors to display and sell handbell music, supplies, equipment, and boutique items. 
 Music from the classes can be purchased until 30 minutes prior to the festival concert. 
 To exhibit at the Blue Ridge Festival, contact Debbie Henning at debbiehen@gmail.com or 410-848-5482 to obtain a form. 
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 Individuals without a choir  

 An opportunity will be provided for directors and individuals who wish to ring in the festival by filling vacancies offered  
       by other choirs, on an available basis, or by bringing bells and pads. 

 Individuals will ring the same repertoire as the massed choirs and participate in the festival concert. 

 If you are a choir director with vacant positions, please indicate the positions available on the Registration Form. 
 

Housing 

 Bonclarken Conference Center offers several housing options. View the lodging layouts at www.bonclarken.com. 

 See the Bonclarken Housing options on page 8 (Festival Hotel Information) for Bonclarken housing option. 

 A block of rooms has also been reserved at Mountain Lodge & Conference Center (see page 8), 755 Upward Rd., Flat Rock, 

NC.  (This hotel is NOT connected to Bonclarken Conference Center.) 

50th Anniversary Shirt 

 In celebration of the 50th Anniversary of AGEHR Area III , an anniversary shirt has been designed.   

 The Gildan Adult Ultra Blend Jersey Polo in unisex sizes features: 50% cotton/50% polyester, contoured welt collar and sleeve 

bands, double-needle hem, and wood-tone buttons.  The anniversary logo is embroidered on the shirt.   

 Sizes range from small through  xx-large.  

 Shirts can only be ordered for $20/ XXL $23 by January 15, 2010 (extras will NOT be available at the event) . 
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QUESTIONS??? 
If you have questions regarding the Area III Blue Ridge Festival, please contact: 

 

 

Karen Strausser, Blue Ridge Festival Chair 

308 Walnut Hollow Ct., Winston-Salem, NC 27127 

336-785-3503     kstrausser@aol.com 

 

 

Online information can be found on our website (www.areaiii.org) 

Festival Schedule 

 
Friday       Saturday 

  2:30 - 5:30  Registration & Set-up      8-  8:30  Breakfast in Bonclarken Dining Hall 

  6 - 6:45  Dinner in Bonclarken Dining Hall      8:45 - 10:45  Massed Rehearsal    

              (ordered only)      11 - 11:45  Classes  

  7 - 7:15 Opening & Announcements     12- 12:45 Lunch in Bonclarken Dining Hall  

  7:15 - 7:45  Opening Concert        1 - 1:45 Classes  

  7:45 - 8 Break        2 - 3:30  Massed Rehearsal 

  8 - 9:30  Massed Rehearsal      3:30 - 4 Break 
          4 - 5  Festival Concert 



FESTIVAL HOTEL INFORMATION 
 

When making reservations at either of the facilities listed below, you must advise you are with the  

AMERICAN GUILD OF ENGLISH HANDBELL RINGERS, AREA III. Rooms are being held  

specifically for this event. Booking at these hotels and confirming you are with AGEHR Area III helps  

us negotiate the best possible rates for the Convention Center! 

 

You are responsible for notifying the hotel in accordance with their cancellation policy. 

 
Mountain Lodge & Conference Center: 755 Upward Rd., Flat Rock, NC 28731  Phone: 828-693-9910 

 
Rate:    Studio Suite - $109  One Bedroom King Suite - $119 
                        
 

 

        Bonclarken Conference Center: 

 
           Go to www.bonclarken.com to see the layouts of the different housing facilities. 

 
Memorial Hall - $70 per room - 5 have private bath, 32 have connecting baths 

                                       2 rooms have 2 Double Beds 

                                       6 rooms have 1 Double Beds 

                                       29 rooms have 2 Twin Beds 

 

Ministers Apartments - $88 per apartment - 4 separate apartments 

    each apartment has 2 bedrooms with 1 Double & 2 Twins, 1 Bath & 1 Kitchen 

                            Living Room area shared by all 4 apartments 

 

Faith Apartments - $ 106 per apartment - 6 separate apartments 

      each apartment with Living Room with Queen sofa bed, Kitchen, 1.5 Baths,  

                       2 Bedrooms (1 Queen & 2 Twins), Screened Back Porch 

 

Founders Hall - $83 per room -  each room has a private bath 

                                           4 rooms with a queen bed 

                                         24 rooms with 2 queen beds 

 

Campground - bathhouse & coin-op Laundromat 

                     8 campsites with water, electric and sewer - $22 per night 

                          20 campsites with water and electric - $17 per night 

                                             Tent sites - $10 per night 
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                           Area III AGEHR 

 2010 Blue Ridge Festival Repertoire 
 

 The American Guild of English Handbell Ringers supports the copyright laws, 

 and NO photocopies of music will be allowed at Area III festivals without written permission from the copyright holders.   

 Thank you for your cooperation. 

 

Massed Ringing Selections 

 
  Festival Bell Flourish    Lee G. Barrow 

   AGEHR AG35268   3-5 octaves, L2+ 

  
  Gift of Grace, The    Arnold B. Sherman 

   Agape 2231    3-5 octaves, L3 

optional 3-5 Handchimes and optional C Instruments(s) 

 

  I Wonder As I Wander    arranged by Fred Gramann 

   Schirmer ED-3924   3-5 octaves 

 

  Light of Peace     V. Bigham & D. Hakes 

   From the Top Music 20178  3-6 octaves, L3 

 

  When In Our Music God Is Glorified  arranged by Arnold B. Sherman 

  Agape 2414 (handbell part)   3-6 octaves, L3- 

  Apage 2414D (director’s score) 

  Agape 2414P (organ score) 

  Agape 2414V (SATB score) 

  Agape 2414B (brass parts) 

optional 3-4 octaves Handchimes, Organ (plus opt. Trumpet) or Brass 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

FORMER CHAIRS AT BLUE RIDGE  
 
Mark K. Gourley (21st Area Chair, 1995-1997) is director of music at First Presbyterian Church in Fayetteville, 

North Carolina. He earned the B.S. degree in music education from Atlantic Christian College (now Barton  

College). He has done extensive graduate study in sacred music at East Carolina University. Mark also holds a  

general handbell director certification from the American Guild of English Handbell Ringers. He has chaired the 

North Carolina United Methodist Handbell Festival for many years and served on the Area III board of directors for 

six years prior to his election as Chair. He has taught many handbell classes and seminars as well as serving as guest 

conductor for festivals. Mark is a member of the American Guild of Organists and is dean of its Cape Fear Chapter. 

He is a member of the American Choral Directors Association, the American Guild of English Handbell Ringers, the Choristers 

Guild, the Fellowship of United Methodists in Music and Worship Arts, and the Presbyterian Association of Musicians. 

 
Deborah S. Rice, (22nd Area Chair, 1997-1999) is the director of the handbell ministry for Becks Baptist Church  

in Winston-Salem, N.C. This program includes multicultural and intergenerational choirs for all ages using the  

largest set of handbells and handchimes commercially available. Her bronze ensemble, Rejoice Ringers, released  

two recordings and has been featured in concerts across the United States. It was the first handbell group selected  

by Kindermusik International for their worldwide distribution of recorded music for early childhood education.   

Debbie is in demand as a conductor and clinician in the U.S., Canada, Australia, Great Britain, Singapore, and  

Japan. Her degrees are in music education, opera and musical theatre. A frequent contributor to Overtones, she has 

served on many area and national committees of the American Guild of English Hanbell Ringers. She was secretary of the Guild 

prior to serving as national president. Debbie is the executive director of the International Handbell Committee. 
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